ASIAN AMERICAN
PACIFIC ISLANDERS
COMMUNITY
COMMISSION
2020 REPORT FOR CLARK COUNTY

WELCOME MESSAGE
The Asian American Pacific Islander Community Commission (AAPICC) of
Clark County is proud to present to you this comprehensive insight of the fastest
growing multi-culture population in Clark County, Nevada for more than two
decades now --- the Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) community.
This report, which fulfills the first of three phases of our sworn duties as AAPI
Commissioners,

defines

the

history,

population,

socio-economic

needs,

organizations, and leaders of several cultural groups that comprise the AAPI
community in our county.
This report also represents the concerted effort of: (1) each member of the AAPI
Commission who gathered and submitted data and survey results; (2) selected
research writers and consultants from the academe; and (3) friends and
supporters in the AAPI community who helped in many different ways because
they understand the value of this report.
We sincerely thank the Board of Clark County Commissioners who unanimously
approved the creation of the AAPI Community Commission that we now serve.
We especially thank Clark County Commissioner Tick Segerblom and former
Commissioner on the President’s Advisory Commission on AAPIs, Ms. Rozita Lee,
who both advocated for the revival of the defunct Asian Commission of Clark
County with a fervent hope that its original mission of having a much needed
AAPI Center will be manifested.
To everyone who took part in completing this report, we sincerely thank you and
share with you the honor of presenting this report to the Board of Clark County
Commissioners.
In God we trust.
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BACKGROUND

Pursuant to Clark County Ordinance No. 4709, the Asian-American Pacific Islanders Community
Commission (Commission) was re-established at the July 16, 2019 Board of County Commissioners
(Board) meeting.
The purpose of this Commission, pursuant to County Code, Chapter 3.64, is to:
(a) Identify the various Asian-American and Pacific Islander communities in the county;
(b) Identify the population of each community;
(c) Research and describe the history of each community;
(d) Identify the leaders and organizations of each community;
(e) Identify the social and economic needs peculiar to each community and the Asian-American and
Pacific Islander communities in general;
(f) Have the ability to accept donations as authorized by the Board of County Commissioners to meet the
research needs identified, as well as to host a resource conference and conduct a feasibility study
regarding the development of a cultural center; and
(g) Report the findings of the Commission and recommendations to address identified needs.
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HISTORY OF THE COUNTY ASIAN AMERICAN PACIFIC ISLANDER COMMISSION
By Rozita Villanueva Lee
GOVERNOR MILLER TO SIGN FIRST ASIAN BILL. This was the headline of the July 1-31, 1995 Asian Pacific
Journal Newspaper.
That Asian Bill was Assembly Bill 525 authored by the late Assemblywoman Genevieve “Gene” Wines
Segerblom (D-District 22) which mandated that counties whose population is 400,000 or more will create a
commission with a task to study the Asian Pacific American (APA) community.
In the newspaper article, Editor Paul Gorre wrote: “In an unprecedented move, the state’s lawmakers on
July 2, 1995 gave political power to the Asian Pacific American (APA) community with the passage of AB
525. This is the very first ordinance in Nevada’s history that solely benefits the burgeoning APA
community.“
With the passing of this Bill it was then incumbent upon the Clark County Board of Commissioners to
establish an Asian American Community Commission. Chairman of the CC Board of Commissioners at
that time was Yvonne Atkinson Gates. Under her leadership 15 members of the APA community were
appointed with Attorney Benson Lee as Chair and Hae Un Lee, owner of Lee’s Discount Liquors as ViceChair. I was among those appointed to the Commission and we served for almost two years. The
Commission was not activated at the end of our term.
In November of 2018, a group of APA leaders got together to discuss issues of the communities and
decided to focus on erecting a Community Center to serve our diverse APA communities. We named
ourselves the East West Center Group. In the group were Hui Lim Ang, Dorinda Burnett, Fayyaz Raja,
Margie Gonzales, Emily Higby, Rozita Lee, Marc Matsuo, Pastor Allen Mallari, and Tuan Pham. We
approached newly elected Commissioner Tick Segerblom for advice and met with him regularly. It was
during one of those meetings that Commissioner Segerblom suggested that we needed to tie in with the
County in some way so we could get some help regarding the Center. It was then that I reminded him that
there was already an entity in the County and it just needed to be reinstated. It was an entity that his
mother had championed back in 1995.
From then on we concentrated on strategizing to reinstate the Asian American Community Commission
and visited each CC Board Commissioner for support. We gave them the following reasons for reinstating
the Commission: *Asian Americans and Pacific Islander demographics are rising in Las Vegas Metro Area,
faster than any other ethnic group. *An APA Commission would be able to research and address issues
such as poverty, unemployment, limited English related issues, housing, health, social services, education,
etc. *Assist the County in being an effective liaison and conducting outreach with APA communities
through information dissemination. *Provide a platform for the county to create information, awareness
and education of countywide services that are currently addressing concerns and issues. *Pave the way
towards creating a Central location, a Community Center for APAs. *Institute the history and contributions
of the Asian Pacific Americans in the County.
The proposal for reinstating the APA Commission was accepted and approved, applications accepted and
decided upon, and on Wednesday, October 9, 2019 the Asian
American Pacific Islander Community
Asian and Asian American Studies
Commission was reinstated and appointees sworn in.
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FOREWORD
Las Vegas is a real place with real people. Of the many vibrant communities that have blossomed in the
desert over the last couple of decades, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPI) are one of the fastest
growing. Since 1980, Vegas’ AAPI population has grown dramatically from a few thousand to about
250,000. In the 1990s alone, when the city’s entire population grew to about 1.5 million people, the
number of AAPI increased by 260% (Latinos grew by 262%).
This shift is more than demographic. The arrival of different Asian ethnic groups--Filipinos, Chinese, Thai,
Vietnamese--who brought their unique and dynamic cultures, bilingualism, perspectives, ideals, labor,
and everyday lifeways, has had a profound impact on the city. Their presence is wide-ranging, at once
social, cultural, economic, and political. They are visible in Vegas’ built landscape and experienced--heard,
smelled, and tasted--from strip-mall restaurants and grocery stores, to casinos and residential
neighborhoods. As they struggled to build lives here, AAPI’s have cultivated a sense of community and
roots, remaking Vegas into a place that is anything but “transient.”
And they remade themselves in the process. This report profiles the many challenges and issues that
emerged for AAPI communities in Las Vegas amid these transformations. From employment assistance
and education programs to health care and immigration services, the report offers the best appraisal todate of the needs and desires of this diverse and ever-changing population. More, it is a call to action. It
inspires more documenting of the histories and contemporary experiences of AAPI’s in Vegas, and
pushes us to rethink our perception and interpretation of Vegas itself.
There is much to be learned through AAPI Las Vegas, and we need to learn it now more than ever. Many
of the most critical debates and problems confronting Las Vegas and American culture and society as a
whole has been playing out in the city’s AAPI communities: racial and ethnic inclusion, multiculturalism
and civic identity, racial discrimination, xenophobia, immigrant adjustment and integration, globalization,
political participation, suburbanization, undocumented migration, and much more.
This report presents a glimpse of what Vegas, and perhaps the rest of the country, will look like moving
forward--who we are, where we want to go, and what we want to be. It delivers a usable past for anyone
committed to imagining and building a more inclusive, robust, and equitable Vegas future.
Constancio Arnaldo, Assistant Professor
Interdisciplinary Studies, Gender and Sexuality Studies, Asian American Studies
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Mark Padoongpatt, Director of Asian and Asian American Studies
Associate Professor of Asian and Asian American Studies; Interdisciplinary Studies
University of Nevada, Las Vegas

UNLV
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AFGHAN

Population: Not tracked in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: Information not available

History
The first Afghan to come to Las Vegas, Nevada was on February 10, 1973. His name was Nesar Beria (he died in 2019) and his
wife’s name was Shukria Beria. In 2017, the Afghan population was about 8,000 people and over 500 families have lived in Las
Vegas, Nevada. In the past two years, there has been an increased amount of refugees who came to the United States from the
country of Afghanistan while some Green Card holder refugees came from Turkey.
There are currently two Afghan organizations in Las Vegas, Nevada - The American Afghan South Asian Middle Eastern Chamber
of Commerce and the Nevada Peacemakers Lions Club – both of whom are presided by Sharifa Wahab, a very active Afghan
community leader in Clark County.
There are several Afghan-owned businesses in Las Vegas, Nevada such as restaurants, dental offices, doctors’ offices, smoke
shops, car dealerships, gas stations, real estate agencies, boutiques, wholesale stores, fast food restaurants, mechanic shops,
Adult Day Care and other home health care facilities.
Source: Research submitted by Sharifa Wahab

Social & Economic Needs
The following information is for the United States.
Afghan Americans have found occupations in a variety of careers. The growing number of Afghan and Middle Eastern restaurants
in this country is a testimony to their hard work and excellent cuisine. For many Afghan Americans who are college-educated, their
positions in government or American industry are prestigious ones. For many other immigrants, the route to economic stability
was in self-sufficiency. Thus, many exert themselves in sales of ethnic items at flea market and garage sales. Immigrants to the San
Francisco Bay area have found work in computer components companies. Others, especially first-generation immigrants, work as
taxi cab drivers, babysitters, and convenience store owners and workers. Their children, earning a high school diploma and college
degree, soon move into their own professional careers in ways identical to that of all other Americans.Afghan American men
especially have found it difficult to achieve positions befitting their experience, education, and economic needs. They have often
found it necessary to apply for public assistance, contributing to their sense of the difficulty of life in the United States. Even in
those families that have achieved some measure of success and financial stability, there has been a cost, both in time expended
and in the loss of traditions. In families in which virtually every member of the family works, perhaps at more than one job, the
wholeness of a family becomes fragile, and the cultural roles played by each family member begin to disintegrate. This economic
necessity extends even to the children in Afghan American families, who often work rather than engage in extracurricular activities
or other community or school programs. The need to constantly work to survive inevitably contributes to an immigrant
community's sense of otherness, its isolation, and its lack of acculturation. Despite these obstacles, changes have come to the
Afghan American community. These changes include increases in the rate of home ownership and increased numbers of youth
going on to higher education and professional school.
Source: https://www.everyculture.com/multi/A-Br/Afghan-Americans.html

Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes
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ASIAN INDIAN

Population (Clark County): 8,533 in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: 15,844 (Clark County, Nevada)

History
Arrived in late 1960s for Nevada
1970s several bachelors that were in careers of physicians, professors, architects, motel owners, engineers, and two students
at UNLV with 20 to 25 families move to Nevada.
1970s to 1980s more vigorous migration when 5 PhD’s join the UNLV faculty
4,800 Indians and 2,100 Pakistani and Bangladeshi combined during this move
Source: Satish Sharma

Social & Economic Needs
The following information is for Clark County, Nevada.

Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes
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BANGLADESHI

Population (Clark County): 136 in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: Information not available

History
The first person from Bangladesh to come to Las Vegas, Nevada was Mir Sha Fajir. Mir Sha came to Las Vegas, Nevada in 1970
and died in 2017. He worked in the casino as an executive. Another, Bangladeshi who came to Las Vegas, Nevada after Mir Sha
was Dr. Chawdary. Dr. Chawdary came to the United States in 1978 and retired as a heart surgeon a few years ago.
There have been over 250 families from Bangladesh who have come to Las Vegas, Nevada. There may be no organization in
Las Vegas for this community but there are a great number of businesses run by them such as doctors’ offices, computer
science offices, and engineer offices. One of the businesses that is run by one of those families is called American Soils
Engineering. The owner of this company is Qamruzzaman Babul, Pe.
Source: Research submitted by Sharifa Wahab

Social & Economic Needs
The following information is for the United States.

Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes
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BHUTANESE

Population (Clark County): 156 in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: Information not available

History
A total of 316 refugees from Bhutan resettled in Nevada from 2008 to 2018:
Before 2008: 0; 2008: 38; 2009: 115; 2010: 27; 2011: 19; 2012: 48; 2013: 20; 2014: 18; 2015: 8; 2016: 12; 2017: 6; 2018: 5
Source: https://data.redding.com/refugee/nevada/bhutan/
Per 2 recognized *members of the Bhutanese community, there are NO organizations established in Clark County up to this
time.
Source: Khuber Poudel (no longer a resident of NV, residing in Akron Ohio now), Community Leader Anil Neopaney (a resident of
Clark County), Community Leader

Social & Economic Needs
The information below is from 3 Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Survey Questionnaires.

Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes

11

BURMESE

Population (Clark County): 281 in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: Information not available

History
There are approximately 20 families residing in the Clark County area.
Source: Ajahn Chaiya

Social & Economic Needs
The following information is for the United States.

Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes
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CAMBODIAN

Population (Clark County): 1,120 in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: Information not available

History
No information is recorded, published, and collected at this time that is specific to the Clark County area.

Social & Economic Needs
The following information is for Clark County, Nevada.

Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes
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CHINESE

Population (Clark County):(except Taiwanese) - 23,516 in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: 29,123 (Clark County, Nevada)

History
1920s Discriminated to work at Hoover Dam, Chinese opened up restaurants like Silver Cafe which accommodated 94 people.
In 1922, Sui Fong opened the Rainbow cafe during the Great Depression and provided free meals.
1930s Chinese Americans first obtained Gaming licenses. Harry Lee Fong and Rose Fong opened the West Side Club in 1940s
to cater to African Americans that weren’t welcomed in major casinos. Civil rights movement ended casino discrimination
making Chinese owned or operated casinos for African Americans obsolete.
Post War Era is when major casino owners interested in attracting Asian and Asian American gamblers to Las Vegas. Bugsy
Siegel opened the Flamingo hiring Chinese American entertainers, including Frances Fong.
Mid 1960s Shortage of Western trained medicine. Chinese and Chinese Americans began to open Western based practices in
radiology, surgery, gynecology, dentistry, and law.
1970s Chinese are present in entertainment with 1 to 2 night shows; pai gow and keno are introduced.
1990s Asian American female dealers outnumber Asian American men deals, perhaps because of sex appeal.
Source: Simich, Jerry L, Thomas C Wright, and ProQuest. The Peoples of Las Vegas : One City, Many Faces. Reno: U of Nevada,
2005.Print. Wilbur S. Shepperson Ser. in Nevada History.

Social & Economic Needs
The information below is from 22 Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Survey Questionnaires.

Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes
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FILIPINO

Population (Clark County): 86,735 in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: 122,095 (Clark County, Nevada)

History
1920s 5 Filipinos in Nevada that left California during the Great Depression. Filipinos served as busboys and Hoover Dam
laborers. Bachelor group known as “the Untouchables” (15-16 men) lived in a 3 bedroom home as casino workers who
would later become instrumental in encouraging California Filipinos to seek work with them in Casinos.
1930s Rudy Roque Legaspi Oquendo was deputy sheriff in the day & bartender at night
Post World War I, named most educated Filipino in LV was a postal worker name Ven Manois who held an accounting
degree.
1952 Rudy Crisostomo can be credited for neon marquees famously known as the Sands, Dunes, Circus Circus, Binions,
Luxor, Whiskey Petes, and Rio. He had a design degree from Texas.
1990 Nursing shortage. Direct recruitment from the Philippines addresses local shortages like Nursing & CCSD Special
Education. Every 10 years (1990-2000-2010) showed an increase of Filipinos. 2005 marked them as the largest ethnic Asian
group that continues to grow to this day.
Clark County is one of the top 4 counties that felt the Filipino Migration. The other 3 counties are Los Angeles, San Diego,
and Honolulu with Filipino residents from these counties moving into Clark. Retirees from Chicago and California could
afford down payments between $150,000 to $200,000 for homes in Clark.
Source: Simich, Jerry L, Thomas C Wright, and ProQuest. The Peoples of Las Vegas : One City, Many Faces . Reno: U of Nevada,
2005. Print. Wilbur S.Shepperson Ser. in Nevada History.
Las Vegas attracts Filipinos for basically two reasons—its casinos and hospitals and health care facilities. Casinos are always
in demand of waiters and waitresses, bartenders, dealers, security guards and hotel workers—and many Filipinos find jobs
here.
1997: Judge Cedric Kerns, whose mother is Filipino, was the first Fil-Am to be elected in Nevada's history when he won a seat
as a municipal judge.
Source: Eljera, B. B. (2014, April). What’s in the Cards for Filipinos in Las Vegas. Positively Filipino.
http://www.positivelyfilipino.com/magazine/whats-in-the-cards-for-filipinos-in-las-vegas
2001-2021 Cheryl Moss is a judge for Department I of the Nevada 8th Judicial District Court Family Division. She assumed
office on January 2, 2001. Her current term ends on January 3, 2021.
Source: Ballotpedia. (2020, August). Cheryl Moss. Ballotpedia. https://ballotpedia.org/Cheryl_Moss_(Nevada)

Social & Economic Needs
The information below is from 69 Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Survey Questionnaires.
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Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes

*Source: Bernie Benito,Las Vegas Filipino Resource Guide
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HMONG

Population (Clark County): 178 in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: Information not available

History
No information is recorded, published, and collected at this time that is specific to the Clark County area.

Social & Economic Needs
The following information is for the United States.

Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes
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JAPANESE

Population (Clark County): 9,088 in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: 10,987 (Clark County, Nevada)

History
1890 Modest migration of people who worked as houseboys (domestic workers to study English), cooks, and few mine
workers. Inherited strong anti-Chinese sentiment.
Built San Pedro, Los Angeles, and Salt Lake Railroad. Japanese were seen as trustworthy, ambitious, and offered long
employment with the railroad industry. Promoted to skilled labor that was normally reserved for white laborers (machinists,
boilermakers, paint, and mechanics). They lived on railroad property called Japanese Colony.
1940, 49 Japanese resided in Clark. 1942 Internment was felt by smaller Nevada counties, but Clark County/Las Vegas
Japanese were respected and protected by County Sheriff Gene Ward.
Famous Tomiyasu Ranch was chief supporter of feeding thousands of employees of the Hoover Dam.
1952 Senator Patrick McCarran was a long time supporter of Japanese farm families in Nevada, cosponsored legislation that
finally granted citizenship to the Issei, reopened the door to immigration with the quote of 185 per year.
Japanese American Citizens League established in Nevada and recent settlers from Hawaii and California found community.
Japanese Americans residents of the valley after the 1960s are of mixed race and heritage.
Source: Simich, Jerry L, Thomas C Wright, and ProQuest. More Peoples of Las Vegas : One City, Many Faces .
University of Nevada Press: Reno, 2010.Print. Wilbur S. Shepperson Ser. in Nevada History.

Social & Economic Needs
The information below is from 30 Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Survey Questionnaires.

See following page on Japanese information continued
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Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes

---

-Report continues on Next Page-
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KOREAN

Population (Clark County): 12,321 in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: 15,249 (Clark County, Nevada)

History
Famous early Koreans include: Frank Kim & Juanita Sanchez owning and operating vegetable farm called Kim Produce Farm.
Kim Sisters in nightly entertainment.
First wave of migration 1903-1924 went to Honolulu Harbor to work in sugar cane fields in Hawaii and orchards in California
Second wave of migration 1950-1953 Korean War and Korean Picture Brides marrying and settling in Nellis Air Force Base.
Third Wave of migration 1965 Immigration and Nationality Act attracted educated and skilled workers along family
reunification.
1980 Handful of small Korean Grocery Stores and restaurant emerge
Source: Simich, Jerry L, Thomas C Wright, and ProQuest. More Peoples of Las Vegas : One City, Many Faces . University of
Nevada Press: Reno, 2010.Print. Wilbur S. Shepperson Ser. in Nevada History.

Social & Economic Needs
The information below is from 7 Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Survey Questionnaires.

See following page on Korean information continued
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Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes

---

---

---

-----

---

---

---

---

---

---

-Report continues on Next Page-
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LAOTIAN

Population (Clark County): 1,914 in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: Information not available

History
No information is recorded, published, and collected at this time that is specific to the Clark County area.

Social & Economic Needs
The following information is for Clark County, Nevada.

Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes

22

MALAYSIAN

Population (Clark County): 100 in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: Information not available

History
No information is recorded, published, and collected at this time that is specific to the Clark County area.

Social & Economic Needs
Below is a message from Tuan Pham regarding information about the Malaysian Community in Clark County.
"I have contacted several people who are Malaysian but found out that there is no Malaysian organization or Malaysian leaders
that they know existed in Las Vegas. I spoke with Jan-Ie Low owner of Satay restaurant, the owner of Island Malaysian Cuisine
and Hui-Lim Ang. This is an effort to research more about the Malaysian Community, in which I can't find any information. JanIe Low and Hui-Lim Ang are considered the outspoken community leaders in the Asian community here in the county. Below is
a message from Jan-Ie Low regarding the inquiry to summarize my research for the Malaysian community. Jan-Ie Low stated,
'Per our conversation, there are a handful of Malaysian Americans here in Clark County that I know of. We do not have a formal
group as we're all quite independent.
Most of us are in the service industry -- restaurant, salon, piano studio, etc. The ones that I know are Chinese descent and we
speak the following languages: English, Mandarin, Cantonese, Malay, and Hokkien (dialect) -- so we navigate just fine. Most of us
who migrated to the U.S. to pursue the American dream. With that said, we take ownership of our own destiny and will not turn
down opportunities when given. We love the State of Nevada because it is very business friendly. Most of us are
entrepreneurs and have more than 1 business.'"

The following information is for the United States.

Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes
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NATIVE HAWAIIAN & PACIFIC ISLANDER
Population: Not tracked in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: 16,380 (Clark County, Nevada)

History
Vegas, the Ninth Island, has been a keystone place for people from Hawaii to both visit and migrate to for a long time, most
notably in the 70s with the opening of the California Hotel and Sam Boyd’s marketing tactics, and in the 90s/00s with the
opening of much of the casinos on the strip today (moving here promised an abundance of jobs, more affordable homes, and
lower taxes).
On visitors: About 1 in 10 Hawaiian residents visit Las Vegas every year, and roughly 40 Hawaiian high school reunions are
held at the California Hotel per year. There are travel packages offered to Hawaiian residents that include a very cheap plane
fare, a stay at the Cal, and meal tickets to eat there.
There were a couple hundred former Hawaiian residents living here in 1986 when the population in LV was around 600,000,
and now more than 15,000 live and work in Las Vegas (19,000 in Nevada).
Between 1995 and 2000, about 12,079 people moved here from Hawaii, which is more than the combined number of
Hawaiian residents on Lana’i and Molokai combined.
Source: Armina Guelas (Undergrad Researcher in the UNLV Asian and Asian American Studies Department)

Social & Economic Needs
The information below is from 3 surveys that were received from Native Hawaiians and 9 surveys that were received from
Pacific Islanders in the Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Survey Questionnaires.

See following page on Native Hawiian and Pacific Islander information continued
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Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes

-Report continues on Next Page-
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PAKISTANI

Population (Clark County): 1,169 in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: Information not available

History
No information is recorded, published, and collected at this time that is specific to the Clark County area.

Social & Economic Needs
The following information is for Clark County, Nevada.

Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes
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SAMOAN

Population: Not tracked in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: 3,516 (Clark County, Nevada)
History
No information is recorded, published, and collected at this time that is specific to the Clark County area.

Social & Economic Needs
The information below is from 4 Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Survey Questionnaires.

Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes
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SRI LANKAN

Population (Clark County): 466 in Source 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: Information not available

History
No information is recorded, published, and collected at this time that is specific to the Clark County area.

Social & Economic Needs
The following information is for the United States.

Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes
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TAIWANESE

Population (Clark County): 2,500 in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: Information not available

History
No information is recorded, published, and collected at this time that is specific to the Clark County area.

Social & Economic Needs
The information below is from 7 Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Survey Questionnaires.

Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes
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THAI

Population (Clark County): 4,692 in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: Information not available

History
Thai immigration to Nevada did not begin until the 1960s. There are virtually no records on Thai immigrants in Nevada before
then. The first Thai immigrants to Nevada were women who had married American soldiers stationed in or visiting Thailand for
rest and recreation during the Vietnam War. These women arrived to Las Vegas when their husbands were reassigned to the
Nellis Air Force Base. In the 1960s and 1970s, this gendered immigration pattern prevailed in other states as well. During this
time, the families resided in the Nellis, and Northeast area. As times progressed with the growth of Southern Nevada, and the
families becoming more successful, they began moving around to different areas such as Summerlin and Henderson. The more
affluent families and second generations favored the Southwest parts of town. During the progression of the Thai population,
Tippy Meevasin open the first Thai market called International Market in 1974 inside the commercial center, and then moved in
1988 to a spot on Main Street and Oakey before she closed the store and retired in the early 2000’s. In 1999, Oywan Sawyer
founded the very first Thai Newspaper called: Las Vegas News, which remains the largest and most recognized Thai publication to
date. These pioneers were instrumental in the development of the Thai Community and the preservation of the culture. Saipin
Chutima brought Lotus of Siam to Las Vegas in 1999 and Bangkok Market opened in the early 2000’s. The community did not rely
on an Association, but rather the community united through their Buddhist religion at the Thai temples. The Thai Culture
Foundation has provided community services and cultural arts. There are seven Thai temples around Clark County, and the Thai
Culture Foundation links the various communities within these temples with community resources and assistance. The Thai
community is small but has remained resilient, and adaptive to life in America.”
Source: Las Vegas News, Thai Culture Foundation, Dr. Christian Giovanni

Social & Economic Needs
The information below is from 3 Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Survey Questionnaires.

Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes
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VIETNAMESE

Population (Clark County): 8,483 in 2010 Census Data
2017 ACS 1-Year Estimates: 10,046 (Clark County, Nevada)

Population
The Vietnamese community established its presence here in Las Vegas in 1972 when a few Vietnamese families immigrated to
1
the U.S., with their spouses working at the Nellis airport. In 1975 after the fall of Saigon, a significant number of Vietnamese
chose Las Vegas to re-establish their permanent home in the U.S. The population of the Vietnamese community has continued
to grow steadily from 1975 until today. Vietnamese Americans' income and social classes are diverse in Clark County. Older
Vietnamese often have a lower socioeconomic standing and more difficulty integrating into the mainstream due to greater
linguistic and cultural barriers. The economic difference can be seen in Vietnamese-American neighborhoods throughout the
county. We have seen substantial growth in the number of Vietnamese-owned businesses. Throughout the county, many
Vietnamese (especially first or second-generation immigrants) have opened supermarkets, restaurants, bánh
mì bakeries, beauty salons, nail salons, real estate, and auto-repair businesses. Restaurants owned by Vietnamese Americans
tend to serve Vietnamese cuisine, Vietnamized Chinese cuisine, or both and have popularized pho and spring rolls. Vietnamese
people in Clark County hold diverse employment from professionals like attorneys, physicians, dentists, and pharmacists, to
casino dealers, laborers, and nail technicians, among others. The Vietnamese dominate three industries in Clark County: the nail
industry, pharmacy, and dentistry. You will find dentist offices and nail salons owned by Vietnamese on four corners of most
intersections, and you may pleasantly surprise to find a Vietnamese Pharmacist when visiting any pharmacy throughout the
county. Young Vietnamese Americans adults are well educated and often provide professional services. Since older Vietnamese
Americans have difficulty interacting with the non-Vietnamese professional class, many Vietnamese Americans provide
specialized professional services to fellow immigrants. Vietnamese Americans are an upwardly-mobile group; their economic
status has improved substantially in recent years. Vietnamese Americans have tried to preserve their traditional culture by
teaching their children the Vietnamese language, wearing traditional dress (áo dài) for special occasions, and showcasing their
cuisine in restaurants throughout the county. Family loyalty is the most important Vietnamese cultural characteristic, and more
than two generations traditionally lived under one roof. The Vietnamese view a family as including maternal and paternal
grandparents, uncles, aunts, and cousins. In adapting to American culture, most Vietnamese American families have adopted
the nuclear pattern while trying to maintain close ties with their extended families.
1 Yen Regan who came to Las Vegas since 1972

Social & Economic Needs
According to a 2015 Community of Contrasts Survey Report published by Asian Americans Advancing Justice, Vietnam was one of
the top Asian countries of birth for immigrants in Clark County. The Vietnamese community has a population of 10,505 in the
2
county. Between 2000 and 2010, the Vietnamese population grew by 147%.
A United States Census Bureau demographic report in 2018 estimated that the Vietnamese community has a population of
15,141 in the county, which amounts to 0.7% of the total population in Clark county.3 There is no breakdown of the community by
age and gender. 43% of Vietnamese have limited English proficiency, and 24% of Vietnamese hold a bachelor's degree.
Vietnamese Americans have the lowest per capita income. A majority of Vietnamese American renter households (53%) are
housing cost-burdened, spending 30% or more of their incomes on housing costs. 2
2 2015 Asian American Advancing Justice report
3 2018 U.S. Census Bureau

See following page on Vietnamese information continued
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Social & Economic Needs (continued)
The information below is from 14 Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Survey Questionnaires.

Community Leaders & Organizations
Listed in the following order of available information: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email,
Contact person, and Notes

-Report continues on Next Page-
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RESOURCES

33

RESOURCES

34

RESOURCES

35
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AAPICC COMMISSION SUMMARY RESULTS SUMMARY
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AAPICC COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS
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-End of Donations Report-
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END OF REPORT

